Case story – 2023, Parental Engagement in Religion & Worldviews through special objects 
This project has been developed in partnership with schools, teachers, academics and RE advisors. The project ran its first pilot with 10 schools across London in the summer term, 2023. 
At the heart of this project is the home learning environment and the engagement of parents and their children with five key artefacts or objects. With the support of project guidance and specially designed resources, families were encouraged to investigate them in their own space: applying their personal knowledge/ worldview as a lens to help appreciate their own and others’ beliefs, practices and values. Families used a survey to answer some pre-prepared questions that guided them to think about the objects through this lens, without doing their own independent research about the object. Pupils also went on to explore these themes at school with their teachers. The project culminated in an interfaith sharing event at which there was a ‘reveal’ of the objects and the opportunity for families to share their own special objects. 
Below is an insight into the experience from one teacher who took part in this pilot in a London School. This school has since gone on to be involved in both our EFB workshops offer and The School Linking Programme. 
“THE BENEFITS OF RUNNING THE PROJECT IN 2023 for pupils was that they enjoyed taking the objects home and having those conversations with their family. It opened up some questions to ask that they had about their own beliefs with their family, sometimes things that in the past they may not have had the opportunity to think about asking. Some pupils said that it was good that they were sitting and having dinner and talking about this object as they usually they don’t have conversations, so they felt closer to their family.   
[In a school where] the main faith is Islam, it’s good that the parents start to open their minds as well to other people’s views and start to have curiosity, I feel like for our school it is positive in terms of for tackling issues such as when I have to take the children to a place of worship, a lot of the parents say that they don’t want their child to attend because they are worried that we are going to change their children’s belief. So, when they are involved in a school project like this, I feel like they start to understand more, and they allow their children to experience more of the opportunities for their child that we have to offer.”

Just a few comments from the teacher specifically about the event in this school: 

·  As it was the end of term, there was a lot going on, including at least one event every week and a lot to catch up. This meant that the parents that usually engage we're choosing between what was already familiar to them and something entirely new. We didn't want to overwhelm them, so we had to choose the advertisement days carefully, which for this event ended up being a bit last minute. Moving forward, I think that I could combine this event with our International Day next year. 

· Around 13 parents came. We prepared a Coffee Morning for parents. They were quite apprehensive at the beginning to talk about religion and worldviews, but then they started to participate. 

· As this is new, I started by introducing myself and the purpose of RE, and why it was important. Parents then engaged with some artefacts and information about other religions and asked questions. I gave parents the chance to touch and discuss objects from the project. Many of the parents has English as and additional language and so I had some words for them to choose from to help with this activity. Once we discussed different meanings, I showed the videos form the project and then proceeded to talk about my special object. Parents were shy to talk about their own, so I had prepared a few children to discuss their own special object as they do in their RE lessons and help to model this. 

· Even though I didn't have enough time to prepare as I wanted to, it went really well. At the end, parent’s feedback was that this was a great initiative and that next time they would like to hear more from different religions. Some members of staff joined to talked about their own objects. Parents also enjoyed hearing the children. They (and staff) mentioned that it would be great to have visitors (speakers) to talk about their worldviews. 

· I was happy that my main message passed through. That learning RE is important because Ignorance + Fear = Hate and we want to avoid that by knowing more and being faithful to the British Values. And also, that we have much more things in common than the barriers that separates us.
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1. Which object did you *host’ in your home?
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2. Were there any key ideas, beliefs or values that you may have recognised in this object?
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