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What does interfaith mean to you?
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A summary of perceptions from our attendees at our Youth Conference on the Future of
Interfaith’ January 2021, The size of the woed or phrase is indicative of the frequency of uss




Why Interfaith? Allport’s 1954 Social Contact
Theory

Imagine you have
a new classmate
who seems
different to you...

But if you Playing a You start to
spend game... talking... see how much
time working on a you have in
together... project... common!

Social Contact Theory says that when people from different groups meet
and work together in a positive way, they are more likely to become friends,
understand each other better, and be less unkind to one another.

*



Interfaich?

SAFE
BUT

CHALLENGING

PHRASES:

Principles for Effective Intergroup Contact

Get into small groups
See principles below
As a group agree on which phrase ‘fits’ into which principle

Treating everyone fairly and
making sure everyone is treated
the same.

Making sure everyone has the
same chances and is included,
no matter what.

Doing things that are
important and help you
learn and grow

Moments that make you
feel happy, proud, and
ready to do amazing things

A place where people help each
other and also learn exciting new
things.

Feeling safe while also being
encouraged to think and ask
questions.

Times when you can think
carefully and figure things
out

A place where you can take
your time to understand
and think about things

A place that feels good but also
helps you grow and learn new
things

Building strong friendships
and talking about things that
matter.

Respecting what makes
each person unique and
special

Loving and appreciating
how everyone is different
and special







The Cairo Genizah - Interfaith in Medieval

society in the Middle East

Introduction:

In the Middle Ages, most
Jewish people lived in
Islamic lands, including
Egypt. Instead of being
separated, they lived in
mixed neighborhoods
alongside Muslims and

Christians.

Under Islamic law, Jews &
Christians were considered
"dhimmi" (protected people),
meaning they could freely
practice their religion as long
as they followed certain
rules, such as accepting
Islamic rule & paying a tax.

Arabic was the common
language, though Jews
often wrote it using the
Hebrew alphabet.

In an 11th-century
synagogue in Cairo, a
Genizah was filled not

only with old prayer books
but also letters, legal

papers, business records,
poetry, and even shopping
lists!

We know a lot about
Jewish life in medieval
Egypt thanks to the Cairo
Genizah. A Genizah
(ghen-ee-zah) is a special
storage room in a
synagogue where old
religious writings are kept.

Thanks to these
documents, we can learn
how Jews, Muslims, and
Christians lived, worked,
and interacted in
medieval Egypt




Bible in Arabic script
ible i i ip! 2. Quran in Hebrew script

This Bible is written in the Hebrew language but using the
Arabic alphabet. Some Jews chose to write using Arabic
script because they believed Arabic’s bigger alphabet
presented a more correct way to pronounce the original
Hebrew text (Arabic has 28 letters and Hebrew has 22).

This fragment from the
Quran, written in the Arabic
language but using the
Hebrew alphabet. Some Jews

i o X were interested in learning
examples ab about Islamic theology, but
} the person who wrote this
how peop > O text probably had other plans.
different faitfhs Ty After the Quran text there are

some omens (fortune telling)
for travelling - this was
written by a Jewish magician
who used portions of the
Quran as part of the magical

lived together?

For example:

° language & forecast.
cultural sharing ; \
° Interfaith WALABY TME MUSLIM
interaction,
communication
° Friendship e
™ 3. Letter on behalf of a Muslim friend
° Living together
. Community Solomon son of Judah was the head of Egypt’s Jews in the mid ::L;“:
° Networking 11th century. He wrote this letter to his friend Abraham who was
an important figure in the court, asking Abraham to use his
Y Respect for others influence with the governor and intercede for Solomon’s Muslim
(] Sharing friend Qayn ibn ‘Abd Qadir. Qayn is currently in hiding, trying to
° Cooperation avoid arrest for his political loyalties. Solomon writes ‘speak to

the ruler so that he does not harm him... whatever he does to this
man Qayn he also does to me.

4. A mixed neighbourhood MAIN ARCHED ENTRANCE

This parchment was used by the court scribe to make notes for the sale of part of a
compound. The boundary of the property and the abutting houses are carefully
described, revealing details of the mixed nature of this neighbourhood in old Cairo.
The neighbouring houses are inhabited by a scribe, a man with a ‘long neck’, a Jewish
woman, a Christian man, and a Muslim man. “INE NAN VITH TME LONG NECK®

Used with permission of the Syndics of Cambridge University Library






What impact may these
examples have had?

(on individuals,
communities, issues)

What can we learn
from them?
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Good Interfaith activities need to start with some reflection &
recognition of where we stand... where others may stand.. &
how we can come together.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFRxKF-Jdos

Preparing for ‘good’ Interfaith Encounters

EDUCATION

Howto
Incerfaith?

1. Startwith|/ME ~ 2.Move onto YOU
Self reflection imagine what others may say

Where might others stand?
Where do | stand?

What experiences, values & views
What influences my views / values? might influence them?
Why do | feel the way that | do? How may they be feeling? Why?
How might that make me act or

How might this make them act or
behave in certain situations? behave?




Preparing for ‘good’ Interfaith Encounters

continued...

How might W E come together in joint spaces and places to interact?

Incerfaith?

SAFE
BUT
CHALLENGING







Interfaith in the UK

EXTENSION
ACTIVITY







